
Brown Middle School Families,

This summer, all students planning to attend BMS will be required to invest time in independent
reading.  Studies show that students who read independently increase their vocabulary, their reading
comprehension, and their overall academic performance.  Independent reading also gives students
opportunities to have adventures and get to know new people. Reading helps you grow as a person.
We want you to have a fun summer that includes reading every day!

Summer Reading Expectations
★ Complete one of the focused choice books for your upcoming grade level
★ Read a book of your choice. Recommendations/suggestions are provided.
★ Read for a minimum of 20-30 minutes each day and log (link here) your pages and minutes.
★ Choose one of the Project Options for your focused book and make notes as you read that will

help you complete it. (We suggest you use the graphic organizer (link here) you are provided
with or something similar.)

★ Your summer reading project will be due the first week of school.
★ For more information about each book, go to https://www.commonsensemedia.org/

These are great fiction and nonfiction books we think you will enjoy and they will help you be familiar with what
you will be learning next year. In addition you may choose a book/books  you would like to read for extra credit
and prizes.
All books are available through your Sora app on Class Link, Amazon, Barnes and Noble, the Chattanooga
Public Library (ebooks and hard copy), check out from BMS, and some books have links to free on-line copies.
You must also create a project to present in the first week of school that will count as a test grade. There will be
a celebration, including prizes and awards for your efforts over the summer, and a big prize for the top three
readers in each grade level.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jgqL5nBmofMuShapopA_0Mf__Knz9NIDN0eqPzAZZZc/copy?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sUFXMlv1sTKsaO1AAJ_0y-UumryAIaFauE9-GJyL5b0/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/


6th Grade-Required Reading–Pick one

Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis

It’s 1936, in Flint, Michigan. Times may be hard, and ten-year-old Bud may be a motherless
boy on the run, but Bud’s got a few things going for him:
1. He has his own suitcase full of special things.
2. He’s the author of Bud Caldwell’s Rules and Things for Having a Funner Life and Making a
Better Liar Out of Yourself.
3. His momma never told him who his father was, but she left a clue: flyers advertising
Herman E. Calloway and his famous band, the Dusky Devastators of the Depression!!!!!!
Bud’s got an idea that those flyers will lead him to his father. Once he decides to hit the road
to find this mystery man, nothing can stop him—not hunger, not fear, not vampires, not even
Herman E. Calloway himself.

Ebook- https://archive.org/details/BudNotBuddy
Read Aloud and Follow Along: Bud, Not Buddy - YouTube
Also available in Sora (text and audio) and at the Chattanooga Public Library
Available from amazon.com-$6.49 or your local Barnes and Noble or other bookstores

Anything But Typical by Nora Raleigh Baskin

Jason Blake is an autistic twelve-year-old living in a neurotypical world. Most days it's just a
matter of time before something goes wrong. But Jason finds a glimmer of understanding
when he comes across PhoenixBird, who posts stories to the same online site as he does.

Jason can be himself when he writes and he thinks that Phoenix Bird-her name is Rebecca-
could be his first real friend. But as desperate as Jason is to meet her, he's terrified that if they
do meet, Rebecca will only see his autism and not who Jason really is.

By acclaimed writer Nora Raleigh Baskin, this is the breathtaking depiction of an autistic boy's
struggles-and a story for anyone who has ever worried about fitting in.

Available in Sora (text) and at the Chattanooga Public Library
Free audiobook at Anything but Typical - YouTube
Available from amazon.com-$8.99 or your local Barnes and Noble or other bookstores

“Your choice” here are some recommended titles or choose your own!
(Read one or more for extra credit and chances for prizes)

● Harbor Me by Jacqueline Woodson *(Mrs. Work's favorite!)
● How to Survive Middle School by Donna Gephart
● Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl
● Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli
● Jungle Book by Rudyard Kipling

https://archive.org/details/BudNotBuddy
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLtzJrwmWqnKHa9istV6q0RkBeTtawvC14
https://www.amazon.com/Bud-Buddy-Christopher-Paul-Curtis/dp/0440413281/ref=sr_1_1?crid=20XU48PCERVSP&keywords=bud+not+buddy&qid=1651849180&sprefix=bud+no%2Caps%2C91&sr=8-1
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8_z4eyTenrOsMMXqJpJxH0z893fWhzRv
https://www.amazon.com/Anything-Typical-Nora-Raleigh-Baskin/dp/1416995005/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2CV71IC4O6B2I&keywords=anything+but+typical&qid=1651849299&sprefix=anything+but+%2Caps%2C91&sr=8-1


7th Grade-Required Reading–Pick one

Stand Tall by Joan Bauer

Tree, a  six-foot-three-inch twelve year old, copes with his parents’
Recent divorce and his failure as an athlete by helping his grandfather, a
Vietnam vet and recent amputee, and Sophie, a new girl at school who is
being bullied by the popular kids. His small town faces a terrible tragedy
that threatens his home and the town itself. Tree learns to “stand tall” and
develop confidence in himself.

Ebook to borrow: https://archive.org/details/isbn_9780142401484
Available in Sora (audio only)
Available from amazon.com $7.59 or your local Barnes and Noble or other bookstores

Fair Weather by Richard Peck

Thirteen-year-old Rosie Beckett has never strayed further from her family's farm
than a horse can pull a cart. Then a letter from her Aunt Euterpe arrives, and
everything changes. It's 1893, the year of the World's Columbian Exposition-the
"wonder of the age"-a.k.a. the Chicago World's Fair. Aunt Euterpe is inviting the
Becketts to come for a visit and go to the fair! Award-winning author Richard
Peck's fresh, realistic, and fun-filled writing truly brings the World's Fair-and Rosie
and her family-to life.

Ebook to borrow: https://archive.org/details/isbn_9780439855211
Available in Sora (audio only)
Available from amazon $7.99 or your local Barnes and Noble or other bookstores

“Your choice” here are some recommended titles or choose your own!
(Read one or more for extra credit and chances for prizes)

● Robot Dreams by Isaac Asimov
● The Wizard of Oz by L. Frank Baum
● The Cay by Theodore Taylor
● Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen

https://archive.org/details/isbn_9780142401484
https://www.amazon.com/Stand-Tall-Joan-Bauer/dp/0142404276/ref=sr_1_3?crid=V45F4WLQV28F&keywords=stand+tall&qid=1651854297&sprefix=stand+tall%2Caps%2C98&sr=8-3
https://archive.org/details/isbn_9780439855211
https://www.amazon.com/Fair-Weather-Richard-Peck/dp/0142500348/ref=sr_1_1?crid=218UR02B4OMVJ&keywords=fair+weather+by+richard+peck&qid=1651854857&sprefix=fair+weather+by+%2Caps%2C97&sr=8-1


8th Grade-Required Reading–Pick one

The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros

Acclaimed by critics, beloved by readers of all ages, taught everywhere from
inner-city grade schools to universities across the country, and translated all
over the world, The House on Mango Street is the remarkable story of Esperanza Cordero.

Told in a series of vignettes – sometimes heartbreaking, sometimes deeply
joyous – it is the story of a young Latina girl growing up in Chicago, inventing

for herself who and what she will become. Few other books in our time have
touched so many readers.

Ebook to borrow in Canvas: https://canvas.instructure.com/courses/1394887/assignments/9734534
Available in Sora (text and audio)
Audiobook on youtube.
Available from amazon $7.28 or your local Barnes and Noble or other bookstores

The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne

Two young boys encounter the best and worst of humanity during the Holocaust
in this powerful read that USA Today called "as memorable an introduction to the
subject as The Diary of Anne Frank.”

Berlin, 1942: When Bruno returns home from school one day, he discovers that
his belongings are being packed in crates. His father has received a promotion
and the family must move to a new house far, far away, where there is no one to
play with and nothing to do. A tall fence stretches as far as the eye can see and
cuts him off from the strange people in the distance.

But Bruno longs to be an explorer and decides that there must be more to this
desolate new place that meets the eye. While exploring his new environment,
he meets another boy whose life and circumstances are very different from his
own, and their meeting results in a friendship that has devastating consequences.

Ebook to borrow: https://archive.org/details/isbn_9780439855211
Available in Sora (text and audio)
Audio book on youtube
Available from amazon $8.64 or your local Barnes and Noble or other bookstores

“Your choice” here are some recommended titles or choose your own!
(Read one or more for extra credit and chances for prizes)

● Does My Head Look Big In This by Randa Abdel-Fattah
● The Mysterious Benedict Society by Trenton Lee Stewart
● The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin *(Mrs. Cox’s Favorite!)

https://canvas.instructure.com/courses/1394887/assignments/9734534
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLsGt_ccIAQ9zXl5JO3UOJBqZ5uFkBvpRq
https://www.amazon.com/House-Mango-Street-Sandra-Cisneros/dp/0679734775/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1GTUZLEU3WQQ&keywords=house+on+mango+street&qid=1651863799&sprefix=house+on+ma%2Caps%2C107&sr=8-1
https://archive.org/details/isbn_9780439855211
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLtrH7SVGoX0lBbygWT1LphmlkG82H98ie
http://amazon.com/Boy-Striped-Pajamas-John-Boyne/dp/0385751532/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2GAOCKN3BORIT&keywords=boy+in+the+striped+pajamas+book&qid=1651864112&sprefix=boy+in+the+%2Caps%2C99&sr=8-1


6th, 7th, and 8th Grade Summer Reading Project Options

Students will choose one of the following projects to complete. This will be due the first week of school.

One-Pager or Poster:
Create a one-pager or poster to reflect the important elements of the novel you read. Include illustrations that reflect the
topic, theme, setting, or characters of the book. There should be little, if any, white space on your one-pager. Your one-pager
can be done digitally using a google doc, google slides, etc., or it can be done on a sheet of paper.

Include the following elements on your one-pager:
● Favorite quote: Choose a powerful quote from the text to display. State why the quote is important.
● Character Analysis: Draw or insert a picture of the main character and list traits that describe that character.

Include text evidence that illustrates these traits.
● Conflict: State the main problem that occurs in the book. Explain how the problem is solved.
● Theme: State the theme of the book. What lesson do the characters learn that can be applied to everyone?
● Author’s Craft: State two ways that the author helps you relate to the characters in the book. What does he/she do

to help you sympathize with the characters? How does he/she help you understand the characters’ perspective?
● Vocabulary: List your top 5 new words that you discovered in the book. Include their definitions. It’s okay if you

need to look them up.

Tissue Box/Shoe Box Project:
Using a tissue box or shoe box, create a meaningful display that exemplifies the book you have read. Decorate the box so
that it reflects the topic, theme, setting, and characters  of the book. There should be little, if any, of the tissue box’s surface
that is uncovered.

Include the following elements on the tissue box:
● Top: Student’s Name, Teacher’s Name, Book Title, Author
● Side 1: Favorite quote: Write a powerful quote from the book. Explain why it is important.
● Side 2: Character Analysis: Make a claim about a character in the book. Prove that your claim is true by  using

evidence from the book.  Explain how your evidence proves your claim.
● Side 3: Theme: State the theme (lesson) that can be learned from this book. How did the author show us that

lesson in the book?
● Side 4: Author’s Craft: Why do you think the author made the choice to format the book the way that he did? What

effect does this choice have on the reader?
● Bottom: Summary: Write a 5-7 sentence summary of the book.

Song and Music Video Project:
Write a song that captures the main character’s perspective on the conflict of the story and illustrates the theme of the
book. The song should include at least 3 verses and a chorus. The song should help its listeners understand how the main
character felt about the problems he/she faced throughout the story. It should also help listeners understand the lesson of
the story.

You will type out the lyrics of your song on a google doc that can be shared with your teacher in August.

You will also create a music video for the song that includes visuals that correlate with the book. This could be recreating the
setting as the background of your video, dressing up as the main character while you perform, or creating digital animations
that depict the lyrics of your song. Creativity is encouraged!


